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Welcome to eighth grade English! We look forward to meeting all of you next year as we                 
co-teach for on-level, PAP and GT tailoring instruction and learning for the needs of our               
students. In order to enrich all students’ learning experiences, the curriculum encompasses the             
interconnected nature of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through          
comprehension and response, experience with multiple genres, author's purpose and craft, and            
inquiry and research. We strive for proficiency in authentic oral and written communication while              
improving critical thinking skills to navigate the evolving nature of language and literacy. 
 
During the summer, please read at least one book from the list below. Parents and children                
should consult to meet individual interests and skill needs.  
Title Author Lexile 
The Red Badge of Courage Stephen Crane 890
The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare 850
Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson 760 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson 1010 
The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle 980 
Johnny Tremain Esther Forbes 840 
The Light in the Forest Conrad Richter 870 
My Brother Sam is Dead James Lincoln Collier 770 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn Betty Smith 810 
The Yearling Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 750 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea Jules Verne 1030  
Frankenstein Mary Shelley 1170 
 
You will be writing about plot, character, and/or theme in 10 entries in a double-entry               
journal. While reading, it is recommended that you annotate your novel for evidence of              
plot, character and/or theme development by underlining, highlighting or making notes.           
Students who don’t annotate while reading find it difficult to complete the double-entry             
journal. It is imperative that you allow yourself enough time to thoroughly read the novel,               
but we want you to enjoy the reading process as well! 
  
Please remember that we, too, have summer training and are on vacation and will not be                
checking email on a daily basis. We will respond to any questions as soon as we are able. Your                   
summer reading effort will be our first impression of you and your ability, so do your best! You                  
will turn this in to Canvas (our new learning platform) the first week of school. Have a great                  
summer, and we look forward to meeting you in August. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Double-Entry/Dialectical Journal 
Directions: Choose 10 meaningful or significant excerpts from your book that are either 
important to the plot,theme, and character development and explain the significance. 
 

● Create a document in Google Docs and type your information in a chart like the one 
below.  

● Each response should be a MINIMUM of 5 complete sentences.  
● Excerpts selected and responses should reflect something significant or meaningful and 

insightful about the plot, theme, and character development. 
● The excerpts you choose must be from throughout the book rather than all from the 

same section of the book.  
● Your responses should not all be alike.  There should be some variation.  
● Use the sentence starters if necessary and to help you vary your responses.  
● Be sure to revise and edit your work. 

 
 

Title 
Italicized:  

Book Title:   

Pg # “Text from the book” Your analysis/response 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

SEE EXAMPLE on the BACK! 

 



TEACHER EXAMPLE & 

EXAMPLE NEEDING IMPROVEMENT 

Italicize 
Title: 

Title: Prisoner B-3087 Key: The bolded part in my example is 
the 5 sentence minimum. Anything after  
that would show effort going above and 
beyond. 

Pg # “Text from the book” Your analysis/response 

Pg. 65-66 Teacher’s  Example 
“ The red armbands belonged to political 
prisoners.  Green meant criminals. 
Black armbands were worn by gypsies, 
though there were very few of those, as 
they were usually killed straight off. 
Purple meant Jehovah's Witness. 
Homosexuals wore pink.  All of them had 
a little letter in their triangle to tell you 
where they were from: …. J meant 
Jugoslawen, or ‘Yugoslavian.’  There 
were no letters in the Jewish star 
though.  No matter where we came from 
we had no country.  We were only 
Jews.” 

This is important to the plot because Jews 
were beaten, killed, or shot for no reason 
at all other than the fact they were Jews. 
This type of identification made it easier 
for the guards to identify them.  At one 
point, one of the guards of the 
concentration camp brought dogs to the 
prisoner roll call and ordered his dogs to 
attack one of the Jews until he was dead. 
This same guard wouldn’t even have his 
breakfast until he had killed a Jew for the 
day.  The main character, Yanek, is taught 
by his uncle to appear to care about 
nothing if he wants to survive.  The 
prejudice of different races of people reminds 
me of a time in our own history when African 
Americans were segregated, beaten, or even 
killed.  In fact, people are still targeted today 
in our country and around the world because 
of their religious beliefs, skin color, gender, 
etc. We are in trouble if ever we get to a point 
where we aren’t able to stand up for others or 
for what is right if we want to survive. Reading 
this made me realize that we are making 
strides in our own country but have a long 
way to go.  

 Example that NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
in content and editing 

The  response below is repetitive and does 
not show that the reader understands the 
plot, character or theme. Although it used 
stems, it does not use text evidence or 
specific examples. 

116 “The kitten” This reminds me of when I saw a kitten. I 
didn’t like it. This is important to the story 
because the kitten was in the beginning of the 
story this seems to be about a kitten. This 
seems to be about a cat. This made me think 
of a cat. 



 


